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Why Care for Creation? 
 
In our baptismal vows, we promise “to strive to safeguard 
the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain and 
renew the life of the Earth.”Why? Why care for creation? 
Why would we make that vow? 
 
I would like to suggest just three theological, Biblical reasons to care for the earth. 
 
First, because the earth is sacred, secondly, because the earth is where God intends to make his 
home, and thirdly, because caring for creation is integral to loving our neighbours. 
 
First of all, we care for the earth because the earth is holy. Yes, the earth is holy. We are all 
familiar with the story of creation, of how the Holy Spirit of God hovered over the cosmos, 
breathing life into it, and forming it into the world that God declared is good and holy. In the 
entire cosmos, where God has breathed his life, his breath, God’s Spirit dwells, and it is sacred. 
 
God continues to create and recreate. Everything that lives draws its life from God. Every plant, 
flower, tree, bird, animal is created and sustained by the Spirit of God and is infused with God’s 
holiness. Scripture says that all of creation praises God and all of creation declares God’s glory. 
 
The Psalmist says: 

“The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, The world, and all who live in it.”  

 
The whole cosmos is God’s, from the galaxies to the microbes on the soil, each with its own 
place and function and interconnection with all else in creation. As we gaze at the aurora borealis 
on a clear winter night, taste a warm tomato fresh from the garden, smell fresh mown hay, touch 
the tiny hand of a little baby, hear the birds in the spring, creation inspires us to awe and to 
worship her Creator. Creation is holy because God has made it holy, and we must treat it as 
sacred. 
 
The earth is sacred, a creation of our creator God. It has value because God has made it and 
declared it is good – not merely useful, adequate or necessary to humanity, but holy. 
 
Furthermore, as the story of Noah reminds us, God has made a covenant with the earth. Not just 
with humankind, but with the earth and every living creature on it. Genesis chapter 9 says: “And 
God said: ‘This is the sign of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living 
creature for all future generations: I set my rainbow in the cloud and it shall be for the sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth.’” 
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God is in a covenant relationship with nature, and we are just a part of that covenant relationship. 
So as creatures of God upon his earth, it behooves us to bear in mind always our proper 
relationship both with God and with the earth.  We are not the owners, merely the tenants, 
charged with care of the earth. 
 
Anything we do that is an affront to the earth is an affront to God. Every bit of plastic that goes 
into the ocean or the landfill is an affront to God. Every bit of pesticide that poisons pollinators is 
an affront to God. The greenhouse gases we emit into the atmosphere are an affront to God. We 
are the tenants, merely guests on God’s earth. 
 
Another reason to hold creation sacred and to care for it as sacred, is that God not only created 
the world and is in a covenant relationship with it, but God endorsed it by taking on human form 
and living on earth. In the incarnation, God made it very clear that matter, matters. The earth, this 
planet, this physical, material world is important. God himself became flesh and blood, in a 
human body, just like us. In Jesus, God walked on the ground, felt the soil under his feet, ate fish 
and fruit, drank wine, was baptised in the River Jordan and rose in a physical body. In becoming 
one with us and with the earth he confirmed its sanctity. Jesus came to earth to redeem 
humankind, yes, but not just us people. He came to reclaim all of creation as his own. Jesus 
affirmed that bodily, earthly materials are indeed holy. We see that in the incarnation and the 
resurrection, God ratified the covenant with his creation. So when we reverence the soil, the 
water, and the air, we honour God its Creator. We strive to keep it clean and healthy. We are 
moving toward more renewable energy. We can avoid food waste. We can eliminate single use 
plastics.                                  
 
Jesus also promised to return to the earth, not to scoop us up away from here to some ethereal 
place, but to bring about his Kingdom on earth. That is what we pray for, isn’t it?  Thy kingdom 
come, on earth as it is in heaven. God does not intend to destroy or discard the earth. God intends 
to establish his kingdom here in this world. Meanwhile, St Paul says, all creation is waiting in 
eager anticipation for the kingdom to be finalized when Jesus returns to the earth. John the 
Divine saw the vision of the new Jerusalem descending down to the earth and a loud voice from 
the throne saying: 
 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples.”  

 
Our charge is to care for this world while creation groans in birthpangs waiting for his coming so 
that we might be found faithful and his whole creation prepared for his return. As we await the 
coming of the Bridegroom, Jesus, our responsibility is to prepare the earth for his coming.  
 
We are guests, not owners of the earth. We cannot sully the earth, or contaminate its waters or 
pollute its air. We have to be sure to clean up our messes, and get the world ready for Jesus’ 
return, because God’s plan is to make his home among mortals on earth. 
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These are some very strong reasons for us to care for creation. But to me the most overwhelming 
reason to take care of the earth is our responsibility to our neighbours. Jesus charged us to love 
God and our neighbour. A good deal of my care for my neighbour necessitates that I look after 
the planet we all share. How does our use of fossil fuel impact my neighbour in the Arctic where 
his livelihood and lifestyle are at risk loss of ice due to global warming? How does our travel 
affect the severity of wildfires in Fort McMurray or California or Australia? How do our 
purchases affect my neighbours in Bangladesh where flooding is severe? Can we buy our coffee 
or bananas from farms that protect songbirds and pay workers a decent wage? Can we avoid 
buying cookies or soaps made with palm oil that requires the destruction of rainforests for 
monocropping? Does eating local, organic, and plant-based food make a difference in food 
security to our local community? How do our political choices and actions line up with our 
Christian obligation to our neighbour and God’s earth? 
 
Loving our neighbours is an imperative for us Christians. Striving to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth is a mark of mission for us Anglicans. The 
two go hand in hand. To love our neighbours we must safeguard the integrity of creation. None 
of us can thrive unless the environment thrives. So far, here in the Diocese of Ontario we have 
been spared the harshest effects of climate change. But climate disasters are happening to our 
neighbours around the world, and to love our neighbours we need to ask ourselves hard questions 
about our response and our responsibility. Future generations depend on our present decisions. 
We need to care for the earth for the sake of our grandchildren.  
 
So, we ask, “What can I do? I’m just one person. What difference can I make?” Well, we know 
that food and agriculture are major contributors to greenhouse gasses that cause global warming. 
One simple and easy thing we can do to have a real impact is to choose local, organic and plant-
based food and minimize our food waste. And we can talk about climate care – with our 
neighbours, and especially with our politicians, local, provincial, and federal. Make our voices 
heard. 
 
To me some of the reasons to look after the earth are the sanctity God gave it at its creation, the 
endorsement of that sanctity that Jesus gave the earth in his incarnation and resurrection, and the 
future hope we have in his return here to rule on earth. But above all the most compelling reason 
to care for creation is the love we have for our neighbours and our grandkids. We have to take 
good care of the earth because it is God’s holy place, not just for us but for all God’s family. This 
week, with God’s help, let’s you and I consider all of God’s creation as worthy of great respect 
and care. 
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